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The Austin J40 Pedal Car

A Brief Historical Summary

Prepared by Eaton Heritage Ltd
Specialistsin the preservation, restoration, and documentation of the Austin J40 pedal car



I ntroduction

The Austin J40 pedal car stands as one of the most recognisable examples of British pedal car
manufacture. Produced during the years following the Second World War, it reflects a period in which
durability, craftsmanship, and industrial pride were central to British manufacturing.

Originsand Manufacture

The Austin JA0 was conceived as a premium child’s pedal car, designed to reflect contemporary Austin
motor vehicles. Construction relied heavily on pressed steel techniques, resulting in a pedal car of
considerable weight and strength.

Design and Assembly



Assembly of the Austin J40 drew upon skilled labour and established industrial processes. Features such
as steel body panels, mechanical steering, and chain-driven pedal mechanisms were assembled with an
emphasis on longevity rather than economy.

The Austin J40 Today

Surviving Austin J40 pedal cars are today valued as historical artefacts and collectible objects. Their

continued presence is atestament to the quality of their original manufacture and the care taken by
successive Owners.

This document is intended as a historical reference relating to the Austin J40 pedal car. Due to the age of surviving examples,
variations in specification and detail are common.



